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SUBJECT: CDU/CSU CHANCELLOR CANDIDATE DECISION: ACT 
ONE 

REF: BONN 6971 

BEGIN SUMMARY: THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE CHRISTIAN 
DEMOCRATIC UNION UNANIMOUSLY VOTED MAY 12 TO SUPPORT 
HELMUT KOHL AS CHANCELLOR CANDIDATE FOR 1976. UNTIL 
ALMOST THE LAST MOMENT SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN MINISTER 
PRESIDENT STOLTENBERG MAINTAINED THAT HE WAS A CANDIDATE. 
HOWEVER, FACED WITH AN OVERWHELMING MAJORITY FOR KOHL 
ON THE EXECUTIVE BOARD, STOLTENBERG REMOVED HIMSELF FROM 
THE RACE. THE CSU CONTINUES TO MAINTAIN THAT FRANZ 
JOSEF STRAUSS IS THE BAVARIAN PARTY'S CANDIDATE. A 
JOINT CDU/CSU MEETING HAS BEEN SET FOR JUNE 10 TO NEGO- 
TIATE ABOUT THE UNION CHANCELLOR CANDIDATE, POLICY 
ISSUES AND PERSONNEL QUESTIONS. KOHL'S ACTIVE PARTICI- 
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NATIONAL IMAGE. AN APRIL PUBLIC OPINION POLL SHOWED 
THAT 61 PERCENT OF THE POPULATION HAD A FAVORABLE OPIN- 
ION OF KOHL COMPARED WITH 26 PERCENT IN MARCH 1971. THE 
CDU CHANCELLOR CANDIDATE STILL LAGS BEHIND SPD CHANCEL- 
LOR SCHMIDT WHO RECEIVED A 68 PERCENT RATING IN THE 
APRIL POLL. END SUMMARY 

1. ON MAY 12, THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE CHRISTIAN 
DEMOCRATIC UNION UNANIMOUSLY VOTED TO SUPPORT HELMUT 
KOHL'S CANDIDACY FOR THE CHANCELLORSHIP OF THE FEDERAL 
REPUBLIC IN 1976. CDU SECRETARY GENERAL BIEDENKOPF 
ANNOUNCED APRIL 27 THAT, FOLLOWING THE MAY 4 NORTH 
RHINE- WESTPHALIAN ELECTION, HE WOULD PROPOSE TO THE 
EXECUTIVE BOARD THAT HELMUT KOHL BE NOMINATED (REFTEL). 

IT IS CLEAR THAT BIEDENKOPF HAD CHECKED WITH THE CDU 
LAND LEADERS BEFORE MAKING THE STATEMENT AND THE KOHL 
BAND WAGON GAINED MOMENTUM WITHIN THE CDU FOLLOWING THE 
ELECTION. UNTIL ALMOST THE LAST MOMENT, SCHLESWIG- 
HOLSTEIN MINISTER PRESIDENT STOLTENBERG MAINTAINED THAT 
HE WAS A CANDIDATE, BUT FACED WITH AN OVERWHELMING 
MAIORITY FOR KOHL ON THE EXECUTIVE BOARD, STOLTENBERG 
REMOVED HIMSELF FROM THE RACE. 

2. THERE ARE VARIOUS INTERPRETATIONS AS TO WHY STOLTEN- 
BERG TOOK SO LONG TO READ THE WRITING ON THE WALL. SOME 
CDU MEMBERS BELIEVE THAT HE IS REALLY PLAYING A WAITING 
GAME (I.E., ALTHOUGH HE REALIZED AFTER HIS RELATIVELY 
WEAK SHOWING IN THE SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN ELECTION APRIL 13 
THAT HE STOOD LITTLE CHANCE OF GAINING THE NOMINATION 
FOR 1976) AND HOPES TO BE THE UNION CANDIDATE IN 1980. 

HOWEVER, SOURCES CLOSE TO KOHL BELIEVE THAT STOLTENBERG 
HAS BEEN MISLED BY HIS FRIENDS AND ADVISERS IN THE PARTY 
INCLUDING THE SPRINGER PRESS THAT HIS SUPPORT WAS MORE 
WIDESPREAD THAN, IN FACT, WAS THE CASE. IN ANY EVENT, 

WHEN HE WENT INTO THE MAY 12 MEETING, IT WAS CLEAR THAT, 
WITH THE EXCEPTION OF SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN. KOHL AND 
BIEDENKOPF HAD LINED UP ALL THE OTHER CDU LAND ORGANI- 
ZATIONS. 

3. THE VOTE OF THE CDU EXECUTIVE BOARD IS ONLY THE 
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FIRST MAJOR HURDLE FOR KOHL. CSU SECRETARY GENERAL 
TANDLER STILL MAINTAINS PUBLICLY THAT FRANZ JOSEF 
STRAUSS IS THE CSU CANDIDATE. CDU SECRETARY GENERAL 
BIEDENKOPF BELIEVES (PROBABLY CORRECTLY) THAT THIS IS 
A MATTER OF POKER PLAYING ON THE PART OF THE CSU TO 
STRENGTHEN ITS HAND IN THE NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE CDU 
SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 10 IN ORDER TO OBTAIN MAXIMUM CON- 
CESSIONS ON POLICY ISSUES AND PERSONNEL QUESTIONS. 
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4. FRANZ JOSEF STRAUSS PRESENTS A PARTICULAR DTI EMMA 
FOR THE CDU. THE SUPPORT OF STRAUSS (AND THE CSU) IS 
NECESSARY FOR KOHL TO BECOME THE CDU/CSU 
CANDIDATE IN 1976 AS WELL AS TO ATTRACT RIGHT-WING 
VOTERS IN NEXT YEAR'S NATIONAL ELECTIONS, ESPECIALLY 
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SHOULD AN ULTRA-CONSERVATIVE FOURTH PARTY ENTER THE 
RACE. ON THE OTHER HAND, STRAUSS' HARD-LINE SONTHOFEN 
SPEECH IS BELIEVED TO HAVE HURT THE CDU IN THE ELEC- 
TIONS IN SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN. NORTH RHINE- WESTPHALIA AND 
THE SAARLAND. SOURCES CLOSE TO KOHL CLAIM THAT THE 
RHF.TNT . AND-PFAT ,7, MINISTER PRESIDENT WILL BE ABLE TO KEEP 
HIS BAVARIAN COLLEAGUE UNDER CONTROL DURING NEXT YEAR'S 
ELECTION CAMPAIGN; AT LEAST TO THE EXTENT OF AVOIDING 
ANY NEW SONTHOFEN SPEECHES. 
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5. THE MAY 12 EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING DID NOT APPROVE 
THE CDU STRATEGY PAPER DRAFTED BY BIEDENKOPF AND VON 
WEIZSAECKER. WE ARE TOLD THAT THERE IS NO DISAGREEMENT 
WITHIN THE CDU EXECUTIVE BOARD OVER THE MAIN POINTS OF 
THE STRATEGY PAPER BUT THAT IT SIMPLY NEEDS FURTHER 
POLISHING. 
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6. KOHL'S ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN THE RECENT LAENDER 
ELECTIONS HAS HELPED HIM TO BUILD UP A NATIONAL IMAGE. 

AN APRIL PUBLIC OPINION POLL SHOWED THAT 61 PERCENT 

OF THE POPULATION HAD A GOOD OPINION OF THE RHEINLAND- 
PFALZ MINISTER PRESIDENT (AS COMPARED TO 68 PERCENT FOR 
CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT). STOLTENBERG RECEIVED 50 PERCENT 
WHILE FRANZ IOSEF STRAUSS' POPULARITY DROPPED FROM 40 
PERCENT TO 33 PERCENT (WITH 54 PERCENT REGISTERING AN 
UNFAVORABLE OPINION OF STRAUSS). 

7. WHILE KOHL STILL LAGS BEHIND THE CHANCELLOR, HIS 
POPULARITY HAS RISEN FROM 26 PERCENT IN MARCH 1971 TO 
61 PERCENT IN APRIL 1975. SCHMIDT’S POPULARITY IN 
MARCH OF 1971 WAS 64 PERCENT. IT IS CLEAR THAT HELMUT 
KOHL WILL HAVE TO CONTINUE TO WORK VERY HARD IF HE IS 
TO MAKE HIMSELF A CREDIBLE OPPONENT OF CHANCELLOR 
SCHMIDT. HE HAS, HOWEVER, COME A LONG WAY ON THE NA- 
TIONAL SCENE AND HAS HANDLED HIMSELF WITH CONSIDERABLE 
SKILL. BETWEEN NOW AND JUNE 10, THE CDU WILL ATTEMPT 

TO BOOST HIS STOCK FURTHER IN ORDER TO STRENGTHEN HIS 
NEGOTIATING POSITION VIS-A-VIS STRAUSS AND TO SET THE 
STAGE FOR THE BUNDESTAG ELECTION CAMPAIGN. BE THIS AS 
IT MAY, KOHL, WHO IS A WILY AND EXPERIENCED POLITICO, 

WILL FACE A MAJOR TEST AS CDU CANDIDATE-DESIGNATE IN 
THE JUNE 10 NEGOTIATIONS. 

HILLENBRAND 
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